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GENERAL VIEW AND EAST (FRONT) FACAOE, FROM SOUTHEAST
MAIN ENTRANCE PORTICO ANO STAIRWAY, EAST ELEVATION
REAR ELEVATION {WEST), FROM SOUTHWEST

DETAIL OF FRONT VERANOAS, WEST. (LEFT) WING, FROM SOUTHEAST. NOTE
PIERS IN RAISEQ BASEMENT, ETC. ' '

DETAIL OF VERANOAS, WEST WING, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

IRON FENCE SEPARATING GRAY'S FERRY AVENUE ANO NAVAL GROUNOS.
FENCE IS ORIGINAL-- NOTE GREEK ACROTERTANS.

MAIN STAIRWAY, PRINCIPAL STORY, LOOKING NORTH

CHAPEL, IN REAR OF CENTER SECTION. NOTE OOME. LOOKING NORTHWEST
SAME AS PA-1622 A-B.

FIRST FLOOR NORTH CORRIOOR LOOKING NORTH

FIRST FLOOR FIRtPLACE.‘NOTE TONIC- COLUMNS: ANO - CORNER BLOCKS
STAIRWAY OETAIL, STONE TREAD

ATTIC OOME OVER CHAPEL, OETAIL OF BRICK STRUCTURE

PLOT MAP OF THE NAVAL ASYLUM. NOTE ABSENCE OF LATER
BUILOINGS. SURVEYEO 1B36 BY RAMDAL H.:-RICKEY

PLOT MAP OF THE NAVAL ASYLUM, CA. 1B44. NOTE THE PRESENCE OF
OF GOVERNOR S RESIOENCE {to right of Biddle Hall) ANO SURGEON'S
RESTOENCE .~ ' ' C

"{Continued on page 2)



U.S. NAVAL ASYLUM, BIDDLE HALL
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HABS No. PA-1622 A (p'age 2)
PLOT MAP OF THE ASYLUM, 1878. NOTE ADDITION OF OTHER BUILOINGS.

BASEMENT PLAN OF FAST (RIGHT SIOE) WING. SKETCHED BY WILLIAM
STRICKLAND, 1826

BASEMENT PLAN OF WEST (LEFT SIDE) WING, SKETCHED BY WILLIAM
STRICKLAND, 1826.

PRINCIPAL STORY PLAN OF EAST (RIGHT SIOF)WING, SKETCHEO BY
WILLIAM STRICKLAND, 1826

PRINCIPAL STORY PLAN OF WEST (LEFT SIOE)} WING, SKETCHED BY
WILLIAM STRICKLANO, 1826

SECOND STORY PLAN OF EAST (RIGHT SIDE)} WING, SKETCHED BY WILLIAM
STRICKLAND, 1826

SECOND STORY PLAN OF WEST (LEFT SIDE) WING, SKETCHED BY WILLIAM
STRICKLAND, 1826

JULY 6, 1843 DRAWINGS SHOWING ADDITION OF CELLAR
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ADDENDUM TO

U. S. NAVAL ASYLUM, BIDDLE HALL HABS No. PA-1622—-A
Grays Ferry Avenue at Twenty-fourth Street

Philadelphia

Independent City

Pennsylvara

Photographs HABS No. PA-1622-A-1 to PA-1622-A-23 were transmutted previously to the
Library of Congress.
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Lewis Tanner, Photographer, Apnl 2003

PA-1622-A-24 GENERAL VIEW FROM THE NORTHEAST.

PA-1622-A-25 GENERAL VIEW FROM THE NORTHEAST.

PA-1622-A-26 EAST (PRINCIPAL) ELEVATION, TAKEN ACROSS GRAY’S
FERRY AVENUE.

PA-1622-A-27 CENTRAL PAVILION WITH OCTASTYLE IGNIC PORTICO,
EAST ELEVATION.

PA-1622-A-28 PERSPECTIVE VIEW FROM THE SOUTHEAST.

PA-1622-A-29 PERSPECTIVE VIEW, SOUTH WING, FROM THE

SOUTHEAST (NOTE THE MONITOR RUNNING ALONG
THE RIDGELINE, PROVIDING NATURAL LIGHT ALONG
THE THIRD-FLOOR MAIN CORRIDOR).

PA-1622-A-30 SOUTH WALL OF SOUTH WING TERMINATING
PAVLION, FROM THE SOUTHEAST.

PA-1622-A-31 OBLIQUE VIEW, EAST ELEVATION, FROM THE
SOUTHEAST (NOTE THE MISSING PORTICO ROOK).
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PERSPECTIVE VIEW FROM THE SOUTHWEST. THIS VIEW
CAPTURES THE VERANDAH TIERS AT THE “BACK” OF
THE BUILDING. THE PORTIONTO THE LEFT IS THE
WING EXTENDING WESTWARD FROM THE ENTRANCE
PORTICO ON'THE EAST, WHICH CONTAINS THE
ROTUNDA. THE LARGE CONCRETE BLOCK SECTION AT
RIGHT IS ONE OF TWO FIRE TOWERS THAT WERE
CONSTRUCTED IN 1953,

WEST WALL OF ROTUNDA EXTENSION. THE ROTUNDA
IS POSITIONED BEHIND THE CENTRAL ASHLAR-
COURSED STONE SECTION., ROOMS FLANKING TTE
ROTUNDA ARE BOUNDED BY THE VERANDAHS.

VIEW OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION AND WEST WALL
OF THE NORTH WING FROM THE NORTH. THE DAMAGE
VISIBLE IN THE PHOTOGRAPH RESULTED FROM BOTH
GENERAL NEGLECT AND A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE [N
FEBRUARY 2003 SE'T BY ARSONISTS.

VIEW OF THE NORTH WING AND CENTRAL ROTUNDA
FROM THE NORTHWEST.

VIEW OF THE NORTH WING AND ROTUNDA EXTENSION
FROM THE NCORTHWEST. THE LARGE CONCRETE
BLOCIK SECTION AT LEFT IS ONE OF TWO FIRE TOWERS
THAT WERE CONSTRUCTEID IN 1953.

NORTH WALL OF THE NORTH WING, FROM THE
NORTHWEST.

VIEW OF THE NORTH WING FROM THE NORTHEAST.
THE ROOF AND THIRD-FLOOR ARE MOSTLY
DESTROYED BECAUSE OF THE 2003 FIRE.

DETAIL VIEW, EAST WALL OF NORTH WING CLEARLY
SHOWING THE DAMAGE INCURRED DURING THE 2003
FIRE.

DETAIL VIEW, ENTRANCE PORTICO FROM THE SOUTH.

SOUTH WING ROOF FROM THE SOUTH LOCKING
TOWARD CENTER CITY PHILADELPHIA (NOTE THE
THIRD-FLOOR MONITOR ON THE LEFT AND DAMAGE
TO THE ROOF OVER THE CENTRAL PAVILION).



PA-1622-A-42

PA-1622-A-43

PA-1622-A-44

PA-1622-A-45

PA-1622-A-46

PA-1622-A-47

PA-1622-A-48

U. 5. NAVAL ASYLUM, BIDDLE HALL

HABS No. PA-1622—-A
INDEX TC PHOTOGRAPHS

(Page 3)

SOUTH WING ROOF FROM THE NORTHEAST, TAKEN
FROM A CHERRY PICKER. THIS VIEW [S PARTICULARLY
GOQOD IN CAPTURING THE MONITOR AND THE
DORMERS THAT PROVIDED LIGHT AND VENTILATION
FOR THE THIRD-FLOOR ROCMS. AT CENTER ARE TWO
OF THE ORIGINAL STONE CHIMNEYS AND AT RIGHT
CENTER IS THE ELEVATOR’S MECHANICAL PENTHOUSE.
THE SEVERITY OF THE 2003 FIRE DAMAGE [S EVIDENT
AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PHOTOGRAPH, CAPTURING
THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

VIEW OF THE CENTRAL PAVILION FROM THE EAST
FROM A CHERRY PICKER. THE PEDRIMENT OF THE EAST
ELEVATIONS PORTICO IS EVIDENT IIN THE
FOREGROUND, WITH THE SURVIVING PORTIONS OF
THE TOP OF THE ROTUNDA VISIBLE BEYOND AND TO
THE RIGHT OF THE ELEVATOR’S MECHANICAL
PENTHCOUSE.

PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE PORTICO AND NORTH
WING ONTHE EAST FACADE, LOOKING NORTHWEST
FROM A CHERRY PICKER.

INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR MAIN CORRIDOR
LOOKING SOUTH FROM THE BUILDING’S CENTER.

INTERIOR VIEW, ROOM AT SOUTHERN TERMINUS OF
GROUND-FLOOR MAIN CORRIDOR, LOOKING
SOUTHEAST.

INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR ROOM IN SOUTHEAST
CORNER LOOKING SOUTH. MASONRY GROIN AND
BARREL VAULTING WAS USED THROUGHOUT THE
BUILDING IN ATTEMPT TO “FIREPROCFE” THE
STRUCTURE, A MAJOR ADVANCEMENT IN THE

DESIGN OF INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES DURING THE
SECOND QUARTER OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

INTERIOR VIEW, REPRESENTATIVE GROUND-FLOOR
RESIDENT ROOM, LOOKING WEST. THE ROOM IS
LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE SOUTH WING.
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INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR ROOM FORMERLY
USED FOR BILLIARDS, LOOKING SOCUTHEAST. THIS
ROOM IS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE SOUTH
WING ADJACENT TO THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR PASSAGE IN CENTRAL
PAVILION, LOOKING SOUTH. THE FORWARD OPENING
ACCESSES THE ELEVATOR SHAFT. THE WELL-
ARTICULATED DOORWAY BEHIND LETS ONTO A SMALL
VESTIBULE LOCATED ON THE WEST GROUND-FLOOR
VERANDAH OF THE SOUTH WING.

INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR PASSAGE CROSSING
THE MAIN CORRIDOR AT I'TS CENTER, LOOKING EAST
THROUGH THE DOORWAY LINKING THE TWO
PERPENDICULAR AXES. THE DOOR AT THE END OF
THE PASSAGE OPENS ONTO A PASSAGE RUNNING
UNDER THE ENTRANCE PORTICO BEARING GROUND-
FLOOR EXTERIOR DOORS AT EACH END.

INTERIOR VIEW, BARREL-VAULTED STORE ROCM
OPENING FROM THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE GROUND
FLOOR’S CENTRAL EAST-WEST PASSAGE (PA-1622-A-51),
LOOKING NORTHEAST.

INTERIOR VIEW, FROM GROUNID FLOOR UP ONE OF
TWO MIRROR-IMAGE STAIRWAYS IN BUILDINGS
CENTRAL PAVILION. THIS ONE IS LOCATELDR AT THE
SOUTHWESTERIN CORNER OF THE CROSSING OF THE
MAIN CORRIDOR AND THE CENTRAL EAST-WEST
PASSAGE, LOOKING SOUTH. THE STAIRCASE IS
COMPOSED OF MARBLE STEPS CANTILEVERED OUT
FROM THE WALL, EACH RESTING TOP OF THE STAIR
BELOW. THE DAMAGE VISIBLE IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH
STEMMED FROM VANIDDALS PUSHING A PIECE OF
MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT OFF THE SECOND-STORY
LANDING.

INTERIOR VIEW, FROM GROUND FLOOR UP THE STAIR
LOCATED AT THE NORTHWESTERN CORNER OF THE
CROSSING OF THE MAIN CORRIDOR AND THE
CENTRAL EAST-WEST PASSAGE, LOOKING NORTH.
UNLIKE THE STAIR TO THE SOUTH, THIS ONE RETAINS
ITS BASIC STRUCTURAL CONFIGURATION.
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INTERIOR VIEW, GROUND-FLOOR DINING HALL
EXTENDING ACROSS THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION FROM
I'TS NORTHERN EXTERIOR WALL TCO I'TS SOUTHERN
EXTERIOR WALL, FROM THE NORTH.

INTERIOR VIEW, FIRST-FLOOR LOOKING WEST FROM
PRINCIPAL DOOR, ACROSS THE MAIN CORRIDOR, BACK
TO THE DOOR AND DECORATIVE FANLIGHT IN THE
ROTUNDA’S WEST WALL.

INTERIOR VIEW, ROTUNDA LOOKING WEST (NOTE THE
SUNLIGHT ENTERING THROUGH THE OCULUS).

INTERIOR VIEW, ROTUNDA DOME AND OCULUS,
FROM THE SOUTHEAST.

INTERIOR VIEW, FIRST-FLOOR ROOM CONNECTING
WITH THE ROTUNDA THRCOUGH THE DOOR AT THE
CENTER OF I'TS SOUTH WALL AND EXTENDING
THROUGH TO THE SOUTH EXTERIOR WALL OF THE
ROTUNDA EXTENSION, FROM THE NORTH.

INTERIOR VIEW, NORTH STAIR LOOKING SOUTH FROM
LANDING BETWEEN FIRST AND SECONID FLOORS.

INTERIOR VIEW, NORTH STAIR LOOKING SOUTHWEST
FROM THE SECOND-FLOCOR LANDING.

INTERIOR VIEW, REPRESENTATIVE FIRST-FLOOR
RESIDENT ROOM, LOCATED NEAR THE MIDDLE OF THE
SOUTH WING ON THE EAST SIDE, LOOKING WEST. THE
CLERESTORY WINDOW LOCATED ABOVE THE DOOR
FACILITATED BETTER VENTILATION AND ADMITTED A
DEGREE OF NATURAL LIGHT TO THE WINDOWLESS
MAIN CORRIDOR (NOTE THE BULL’S EYE CORNER
BLOCKS OF THE GREEK REVIVAL ARCHITRAVE,
MOLDING AROUND THE DOORWAY ACROSS THE
CORRIDOR).

INTERIOR VIEW, FIRST-FLOOR PASSAGE IN CENTRAL
PAVILION LOOKING NORTH. THE ARCHED QOPENING
AT THE END OF THE PASSAGE ORIGINALLY LET ONTO
THE WEST VERANDAH OF THE NORTH WING.
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INTERIOR VIEW, FIRST-FLOOR ROOM EXTENDING
BETWEEN THE NORTH WALL OF THE ROTUNDA AND
THE ROTUNDA EXTENSIONS NORTH EXTERIOR WALL,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST. THE SMALL DOORWAY AT
CENTER OPENS ONTO THE VESTIBULE LETTING ONTO
THE ROTUNDA.

SECOND-STORY VERANDAH ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE
SOUTH WING, FROM THE NORTH.

SECOND-STORY VERANDAH, LOOKING NORTHWEST
FROM THE POINT WHERE IT TURNS NINETY DEGREES
AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTH WING AND THE
ROTUNDA EXTENSION. THE IRON COLUMNS AND
BALUSTRADE ARE ORIGINAL TO THE STRUCTURE. THE
COLUMNS MIGHT BE THE EARLIEST SYSTEMATIC USE OF
STRUCTURAL IRON IN AN AMERICAN BUILDING.

SECOND-STORY VERANDAH ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE
SOUTH WING FROM THE VERANDAH ON THE NORTH
SIDE OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION. THE EXTENT OF
THE DESTRUCTION STEMMING FROM THE 2003 FIRE 1S
CLEARLY EVIDENT IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH.

“DOG HOUSE” OR VESTIBULE AT THE SECOND-STORY
ENTRANCE LOCATEIDD AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE
WEST VERANDAH OF THE SOUTH WING AND THE
SOUTH VERANDAH OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION.

INTERIOR VIEW, MAIN SECOND-STORY CORRIDOR,
LOOKING SOUTH INTO THE SOUTH WING FROM A
POINT NEAR THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

INTERIOR VIEW, MAIN SECOND-STORY CORRIDOR,
LOOKING NORTH FROM THE CENTRAL PAVILION INTO
THE NORTH WING.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY PASSAGE EXTENDING
WESTWARD FROM MAIN CORRIDOR TG ROOMS ON THE
NORTH SIDE OF THE ROTUNDA IN THE ROTUNDA
EXTENSION. THE ROOF AND THIRD-FLCOR IN THIS
AREA IS COMPLETELY MISSING.
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VIEW LOOKING NORTH THROUGH THE OPENING THAT
FORMERLY CONNECTED THE SECOND-STORY
VERANDAH ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE NORTH WING
TO A PASSAGE IN THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION.

INTERIOR VIEW, MAIN SECOND-STORY CORRIDOR,
LOOKING NORTH FROM CENTRAL PAVILION INTO THE
NORTH WING.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY RESIDENT ROOM ON
WEST SIDE OF CENTRAL PAVILION ADJACENT TO THE
DOQORS INTO THE SOUTH WING, LOOKING WEST.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY PASSAGE RUNNING
ALONG THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROTUNDA LOOKING
WEST FROM THE MAIN CORRIDOR. THE OPENING TO
THE LEFT ACCESSES THE ELEVATOR SHAFT.

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH OUT THE DOOR OPENING
FROM THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION
ONTO THE “DOG HOUSE” OR VESTIBULE POSITIONED
WHERE THE WEST VERANDAH OF THE SOUTH WING
TURNS NINETY DEGREES AND CONTINUES ALONG THE
SOUTH WALL OF THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

INTERIOR VIEW, LOOKING NORTHWARD UP THE WELL
OF THE NORTH STAIR IN THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

INTERIOR VIEW, PASSAGE LOCATED BETWEEN THE
TWO STAIRS IN THE CENTRAL PAVILION, LOOKING
WEST FROM THE MAIN CORRIDOR TO THE OCULUS
OPENING ONTO THE ROTUNDA. THE OCULUS IN THE
ROTUNDA’S WEST WALL IS ALSO VISIBLE.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY ROOM LOCATED
BETWEEN THE MAIN CORRIDOR AND THE EAST
EXTERIOR WALL OF THE CENTRAL PAVILION, LOOKING
NORTHEAST. THE WINDOW LOOKS OUT ONTO THE
ENTRANCE PORTICO.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY STOREROQOM OPENING
FROM THE NORTH END OF THE MAIN CORRIDOR,
LOOKING WEST. THE SQUARE WINDOW IN THE WEST
WALL “BORROWED LIGHT” FROM AN ADJACENT
PASSAGE.
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INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY ROOM ON WEST SIDE
OF MAIN CORRIDOR IN CENTRAL PAVILION, LOOKING
EAST.

INTERIOR VIEW, SECOND-STORY BATHROOM LOCATED
ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE MAIN CORRIDOR, LOOKING
EAST. THE BATHROOM WAS A LATER INSERTION [NTO
AMUCH-LARGER CHAMBER AND STANDS ACROSS THE
CORRIDOR FROM ROOM IN VIEW PA-1622-A-81.

INTERIOR VIEW, ROOM ON NORTTI SIDE OF LATER
PARTITION WALL CREATING THIS SPACE AND THE
ADJACENT BATHROOM TO THE SOUTH (PA-1622-A-82)
(NOTE THE BRICK RELIEVING ARCH LOCATED ABOVE
THE REMAINDER OF THE TRIPARTITE WINDOW
POSITIONED IN THE ROOM’S EAST WALL.

INTERIOR VIEW, THIS SPACE WAS ORIGINALLY TWO
RESIDENT ROOMS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE
MAIN CORRIDOR IN THE NORTH WING, LOOKING EAST.
THE LINE OF THE FORMER PARTTTION WALL IS
INDICATED AT THE CENTER OF THE FLOOR.

INTERIOR VIEW, LARGE ROOM LOCATED IN THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SECONID STORY,
LOOKING NORTHWEST.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH ON THE THIRD-FLOGR
STANDING IN WHAT HAD BEEN A RESIDENT ROOM ON
THE WEST SIDE OF THE SOUTH WING. THIS
PHOTOGRAPH WAS TAKEN AFTER THE HEAVILY FIRE-
DAMAGED ROOFING AND ROOF STRUCTURE HAD BEEN
REMOVED.

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH ON THE THIRD FLOOR FROM A
SPACE IN THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION NEAR THE
ELEVATOR TOWER. THIS PHOTOGRAPH CAPTURES THE
FIRE DAMAGE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE SOUTH WING
PRIOR TO THE REMOVAL OF FRAMING ANID DEBRIS, AS
WELL AS THE MANNER IN WHICH THE ORIGINAL ROOF
TRUSSES WERE SUPPORTED BY THE IRON VERANDAH
COLUMNS.
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SIMILAR VIEW TO PA-1622-A-87, BUT WITH THE BURNED
TIMBERS REMOVED AND THE STRUCTURE STABILIZED.

VIEW LOOKING WEST DOWN A THIRD-FLOOR PASSAGE
ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION
FROM THE MAIN CORRIDOR. THE ELEVATOR OPENING
ISTO THE LEFT AND THE WINDOW ON THE RIGHT
LOOKS DOWN THE SOUTH STAIR IN THE CENTRAL
PAVILION.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH THROUGH THIRD-FLOOR
WINDOW OVERLOOKING THE SOUTH STAIR OF THE
CENTRAL PAVILION.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING WEST THROUGH AN
OPENING AT THE END OF THE PASSAGE CAPTURED IN
PA-1622-A-89.

VIEW INTO FORMER THIRD-FLOOR ROOM I[N THE
SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE ROTUNDA EXTENSION,
LOOKING WEST THROUGH OPENING IN PA-1622-A-91.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING EAST FROM THE
ELEVATOR LANDING WHERE I'T INTERSECTS WITH THE
MAIN CORRIDOR.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING SOUTH FROM THE
NORTH WING ALONG WHAT HAD BEEN THE MAIN
CORRIDCR, AFTER DEMOLITION AND STABILIZATION.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING SOUTH FROM THE
NORTH WING ALONG WHAT HAD BEEN THE MAIN
CORRIDCR, AFTER DEMOLITION AND STABILIZATION.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING NORTH IN THE NORTH
WING ALONG WHAT HAD BEEN THE MAIN CORRIDOR,
AFTER DEMOLITION AND STABILIZATION.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING NORTH INTO THE
TERMINATING PAVILION OF THE NORTH WING AFTER
REMOVAL OF DEBRIS.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH INTO THE TERMINATING
PAVILION OF THE NORTH WING BEFORE REMOVAL OF
DEBRIS.
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VIEW LOOKING SOUTH FROM THE TERMINATING
PAVILION OF THE NORTH WING BEFORE THE REMOVAL
OF DEBRIS.

THIRD-FLOOR VIEW LOOKING EAST TOWARD GRAY’S
FERRY AVENUE FROM THE EAST SIDE OF THE NORTH
WING.

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH FROM WHAT HAD BEEN A
RESIDENT ROOM ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE NORTH
WING. THIS VIEW CAPTURES TTHE ROOFLESS STATE OF
THE PORTICO.

VIEW LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM WHAT HAD BEEN A
THIRD-FLOOR RESIDENT ROCM ON THE WEST SIDE OF
THE NORTH WING.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH FROM THE THIRD-FLOOR OF
THE CENTRAL PAVILION. THE ARCHED OPENING ONCE
PROVIDED ACCESS TO THE VERANDAH ON THE WEST
SIDE OF THE NORTH WING ON THE SECOND STORY.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH ALONG THE MAIN CORRIDOR
ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE SOUTH WING. THIS
VIEW, BEFORE THE DAMAGEID ROOF WAS REMOVED,
CAPTURES THE MANNER IN WHICH THE CONTINUOUS
ROCF MONITOR PROVIDED NATURAL ILLUMINATION
AND VENTILATION FOR THE THIRD-FLOOR.

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH ALONG THE MAIN CORRIDOR
ON THE THIRD FLGOR OF THE SOUTH WING. THE
OPENINGS ALONG THE TOP OF THE CORRIDOR WALLS
ALLOWED FOR THE MOVEMENT OF AIR AND LIGHT
BETWEEN THE CORRIIZOR AND THE RESIDENT ROCMS.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE
MAIN CORRIDOR ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE SOUTH
WING AFTER REMOVAL OF THE MONITOR.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE
MAIN CORRIDOR ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE SOUTH
WING AFTER REMOVAL OF THE MONITOR.
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PA-1622-A-108

PA-1622-A-109

PA-1622-A-110

PA-1622-A-111

PA-1622-A-112

PA-1622-A-113

PA-1622-A-114

PA-1622-A-115

PA-1622-A-116

PA-1622-A-117

PA-1622-A-118

PA-1622-A-119

VIEW LOOKING NORTH ALONG THE MAIN CORRIDOR
ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE CENTRAL PAVILION.
THE OPENING ON THE NEAR LEFT LOOKS DOWN INTO
THE SOUTH STAIRWELL OF THE CENTRAL PAVILION.

VIEW LOOKING WEST FROM MAIN CORRIDOR INTO
WHAT HAD BEEN TWO RESIDENT ROOMS ON THE WEST
SIDE OF THE SOUTH WING.

VIEW LOOKING NORTHEAST IN MAIN CORRIDOR [NTO
AFORMER RESIDENT ROOM ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE
SOUTH WING.

VIEW LOOKING EAST INTO RESIDENT ROOM ON EAST
SIDE OF SOUTH WING AFTER THE DORMER WINDOW
WAS REMOVED.

VIEW LOOKING EAST INTO RESIDENT ROOM ON EAST
SIDE OF SOUTH WING WITH DORMER STILL IN PLACE.

SEGMENT OF BRICK PERIMETER WALL EXTENDING
ARCOUND THE NAVAL ASYLUM GROUNDS AT TWENTY-
FOURTH STREET WITH GRAY’S FERRY AVENUE
BRANCHING TG THE LEFT AND BAINBRIDGE STREET
TO THE RIGHT, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

BRICIKK PERIMETER WALL ALONG GRAY’S FERRY
AVENUE, LOOKING NORTHWEST.

BRICK PERTMETER WALL AND> NORTH GATE LODGE,
LOOKING WEST.

CLOSER VIEW OF NORTH GATE LODGE, LOOKING
NORTHWEST.

CLOSER VIEW OF NORTH GATE LODGE, LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

STONE WALL AND ORNAMENTAL TRON FENCE
EXTENDING ALONG GRAY'S FERRY AVENUE BETWEEN
THE NORTH AND SOUTH GATE LODGES, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.

DETAIL VIEW, SECTION OF STONE WALL AND
ORNAMENTAL TRON FENCE, LOOKING WEST.



U. 5. NAVAL ASYLUM, BIDDLE HALL
HABS No. PA-1622—-A
INDEX TC PHOTOGRAPHS

(Page 12)

PA-1622-A-120

PA-1622-A-121

PA-1622-A-122

PA-1622-A-123

PA-1622-A-124

PA-1622-A-125

PA-1622-A-126

PA-1622-A-127

PA-1622-A-128

PA-1622-A-129

PA-1622-A-130

PA-1622-A-131

PA-1622-A-132

BRICK PERIMETER WALL ALONG GRAY’S FERRY
AVENUE AND SOUTH GATE LODGE, LOOKING
NORTHWEST.

CLOSER VIEW OF SOUTH GATE LODGE, LOOKING
SOUTHEAST.

VIEW OF SOUTH GATE AND GATEWAY, LOOKING WEST.

GENERAL VIEW OF LAWN OIN THE EAST SIDE OF
BIDDLE HALL, FROM I'TS SOUTH END LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

VIEW OF THE LAWN FROM THE ENTRANCE PORTICO
STAIRS OF BIDDLE HALL LOOKING EAST.

VIEW OF LAWN ON I'TS NORTH SIDE, LOOKING SOUTH.

DETAIL VIEW, ROOFING MATERIAL REMOVED FROM
FIRE-DAMAGED ROOF AND PLACED ON LAWN TO THE
EAST OF BIDDLE HALL.

GENERAL VIEW OF GROUNDS ON THE WEST SIDE OF
BIDDLE HALL INCLUDING ONE OF THE TWO EXTANT
PAVILIONS, LOOKING NORTH.

CLOSER VIEW OF NORTH PAVILION, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.

GENERAL VIEW OF GROUNDS ON WEST SIDE OF
BIDDLE HALL INCLUDING ONE OF TWO EXTANT
PAVILIONS, LOOKING SOUTH.

SOUTH PAVILION LOCATED TO THE WEST OF BIDDLE
HALL, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

CLOSER VIEW OF SOUTH PAVILION, LOCGKING NORTH.

DETAIL VIEW, SOUTH PAVILION AND LANDSCAPE
BEYOND, LOOKING NORTHWEST.
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INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS
ADDENDUMTO
U. S. NAVAL ASYLUM HABS No. PA-1622-A
Gray’s Ferry Avenue at Twenty-fourth Street (Page 15)
Philadelphia

Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania

Photographs HABS Nos. PA-1622-A-1 through PA-1622-A-132 were transmitted
previously to the Library of Congress.

INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS
Jack E. Boucher, Photographer, April 24, 2003.
PA-1622-A-133 AERIAL VIEW, LOOKING NORTHEAST.
PA-1622-A-134 AERIAL VIEW, LOOKING NORTH.
PA-1622-A-135 AERJAL VIEW, LOOKING NORTHWEST.

PA-1622-A-136 AERIAL VIEW. THE DESTRUCTION OF BIDDLE HALL’S

ROOF OCCURRED DURING AN EARLY MORNING FIRE ON

FEBRUARY 3, 2003, CONCLUDED TO BE THE WORIZ OF
ARSONISTS. THE ROOF HAS SINCE BEEN REPLACED
AND THE STRUCTURE RECONFIGURED BY TOLIL
BROTHERS RESIDENTTAL DEVELOPERS FOR
CONDOMINIUM UNITS.

PA-1622-A-137 AERIAL VIEW, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.
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INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS

ADDENDUM TO: HABS PA-1622-A
U. S. NAVAL ASYLUM, BIDDLE HALL
(U. S. Naval Home)

Gray's Ferry Avenue
Philadelphia

Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania

Photographs No. HABS PA-1622-A-1 through HABS PA-1622-1-137 were previously
transmitted to Library of Congress.

INDEX TO COLOR TRANSPARENCIES

Jack E. Boucher, photographer

PA-1622-A-138 (CT) DETAIL OF FRONT VERANDAS, WEST (LEFT) WING,
FROM SOUTHEAST SHOWING ENTRANCE PORTICO,
NOTE PIERS IN RAISED BASEMENT



